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Antonio, for he will forego his legitimate and reasonable profit
in favour of one who has nothing but scorn and contempt for
him. "This were kindness/5 Bassanio cannot help but say.
And Shylock, jumping at this first expression of sympathy ever
spoken to him, will settle the thing at once. Let them im-
mediately devise a bond, and, remembering the general terms
suggested previously by Antonio, but glossing them as if they
could now be taken with friendly humour, let the bond include
a forfeiture penalty, never likely, of course* to fall due, which
will be a sort of extravagant parody of the contractual forfeits
customary in bonds. The naming of the pound of flesh is
"a merry sport": it is so put by Shylock; it is so accepted by
Antonio:

I'll seal to such a bond
And say there is much kindness in the Jew.

It is, may bc% a poor sort of joke; but Shylock has had little
practice in developing his sense of humour. At once Bassanio,
whose friendly word has called forth Shylock's offer relapses
into the usual distrust and enmity. And Shylock, the mood
of magnanimity shrivelled within him, sinks despairingly from
the high level on which he has been contemplating the trans-
action; as if desperately realising that no noble sentiment can
touch a Christian heart, he translates his offer itito a purely
material form, feeling by the need to do so, that its chief
intention is doomed to fail:

If he should break his day, what should I gain

By the exaction of the forfeitures

A pound of man's flesh taken from a man

Is not so estimable, profitable neither,

As flesh of muttons, beefs, or goats.

Therefore, if Antonio will take the bond, "so: if not, adieu*"

As the scene closes, Bassanio's remark, **I like not fair terms

and a villain's mind/' brings us sharply back to the original

outline of the Shylock of medixval story.   But the scene has
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